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THE IB MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better 
and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 
respect. 

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and 
international organizations to develop challenging programmes of 
international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become 
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that 
other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

IB Learner Profile Attributes 

 



 

 
 

BIS Assessment Policy 
 

Philosophy 

 
Assessment is integral to all teaching and learning. The prime objective of 
assessment in the PYP is to provide feedback on the learning process.  
Assessment  involves  the  gathering  and  analysis  of  information  about  
student  performance  and  is  designed  to  inform  practice.  It identifies what 
students know, understand, can do, and feel at different stages in the learning 
process. 

 

Students and teachers should be actively engaged in assessing the students’ 
progress as part of the development of their wider critical-thinking and self-
assessment skills. The PYP approach to assessment recognizes the 
importance of assessing the process of inquiry as well as the product of 
inquiry, and aims to integrate and support both. (Making the PYP Happen, 
2009). 

 
At Bodhi, we believe that assessment provides information through its 
diagnostic, formative and summative components. Assessment is ongoing, 
authentic, varied and purposeful. It is a collaborative and informative process 
that involves students, families, teachers and community. Instructional and 
curricular decision- making is driven by our assessments. 

 
Formulation and Review of the Assessment Policy 

The School Pedagogical Leadership Team compile the policy which is shared 

with the teachers for their feedback and suggestions. The SPLT makes the 

amendments suggested by the teachers and finalize the policy which is then 

shared with all the stake holders. The Policy is reviewed every three years or 

as and when required or if any changes suggest by the IB. 

 
Description of Assessment 

 
● Designed at the beginning of the planning stage and modified when necessary. 

 
● Provide criteria that is known and understood in advance. 

 
● Assess what the students know. 

 
● Provide opportunities to share knowledge. 



 

 
● Promote self and peer evaluation. 

 
● Allow students to analyze their learning and understand what needs to be 

improved. 
 

● Allow parents to see evidence of student learning and development. 
 

● Allow parents to support and enhance student learning. 

 
 

Benefits of providing assessment feedback 

 
● For students: to encourage the start of lifelong learning. 

 
● For teachers: to support their reflection on what to teach and how to teach it. 

 
● For parents: to be informed of their child’s learning and develop 

 
Purpose of Assessment 

Why do we assess? 
 

At Bodhi assessment forms an integral part of the curriculum.  It  is  used  to  assess  the  
process  of  learning and the  outcome,  as  well  as  to  inform  planning,  teaching  and  
reporting  throughout  the  three programmes. It is the belief of the school that both 
formative and summative assessment are necessary and that the students are fully 
involved in  the  assessment  process  as  active  participants  in their  own learning. 

 
What do we assess? 

 
Assessment consolidates all aspects of the school curriculum and employs a range of tools and 
strategies. 

 

Who Assesses? 
 

Both the students and teachers are involved in assessment. Teachers continuously assess 
students both on a formative and summative level, and give regular feedback to further 
the students’ skills and knowledge. Students are involved in frequent self and peer 
assessment and are given opportunities to reflect on their learning. 

 

 
How do we assess? 

 
Pre-Assessment/Diagnostic Assessment 

 
• Assesses prior knowledge. 

• Assesses what students want to learn. 

• Directs the teacher in planning of learning activities. 

 
 

Formative Assessment 
 

• Is interwoven within daily learning and instruction. 
• Allows the teacher to make necessary adjustments to teaching plans and methods. 



 

• Promotes learning by giving regular and frequent feedback, which helps learners to 
improve knowledge and   understanding,   fosters   enthusiasm   for   learning,   engages  
in 
thoughtful reflection, develops the capacity for self-
assessment, and helps learners recognize the criteria 
for success. 

 
 

Summative Assessment 
 

• Is designed before a unit is taught. 
• Informs and improves student learning and the teaching process. 

• Occurs at the end of the teaching and learning processes. 

• Measures understanding of the central idea and 
prompts student action. 
• Provides students with opportunities to 
demonstrate what they have learned. 

 
 
 

Reflection 
 

• Provides students with opportunities to reflect on their learning. 

• Provides students with opportunities to reflect on the PYP Attitudes and the IB Learner 

Profile. 

• Provides opportunities for teacher, student and peer interaction. 

• Provides teachers with feedback to direct future planning. 
 
 

Moreover, assessment procedures and practices at Bodhi International 

are: 
 

1. Reflect the international nature of the school, curriculum and community. 

2. Consistent in the application of programme guidelines and assessment expectations. 

3. Assessments are transparent and clear, with criteria and expectations shared with 

parents, students  and teachers 

4. Utilize a variety of authentic, relevant and challenging tasks, designed to suit a wide 

variety of learning styles and needs; as well as requiring learners to use critical and 

creative thinking skills 

5. Involve a range of   formative   assessment   and  summative assessment 

6. Involve regular written and oral reporting and feedback systems, which are 

constructive and meaningful, and avoid unnecessary ‘surprises’ 

7. Contribute to development of life-long learners and the attributes of IB learner profile 

8. Promote and encourage active reflection, requiring students to habitually assess their 

own learning and progress 

TV 

 



 

ASSESSMENT IN THE PYP 
 

How will we know what we 

have learned?  

The assessed curriculum 

Assessment in the PYP identifies what students know, understand, can do and feel at different 
stages of the learning process. Value is placed on the process of inquiry as well as the product(s) 
of inquiry. 

 

 

What are the most efficient 
and valid ways to gather 

the information 
(strategies)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How can the information be shared 
with others? 

How can the information be recorded 
(tools)?

ASSESSING, RECORDING AND REPORTING PROCESS 

 
What information is needed? 

 
Students’ 

acquisition of knowledge 
Students’ 

understanding of 

concepts 
Students’ 

mastering of skills 
Students’ 

development of attitudes 
Students’ decision 

to take action 

Observations 
Perform

ance 

assessments 
Process-

focused 

assessments 
Selected responses 
Open-ended tasks 



 

 

  

  
 
 
 

This model has been adapted from the First Steps Process for Assessment and Evaluation in 
Linking Assessment, Teaching and Learning, 2nd  edition, 2004. 

 

 

What information is needed? 
 

Primary students are given the opportunity to experience and address the five essential 
elements set out in the Primary Years Programme. These are: 

● Students’ acquisition of knowledge 

● Students’ understanding of concepts 
● Students’ mastering of skills 
● Students’ development of attitudes 

● Students’ decision to take action 

 
However, the students are not assessed on each of the individual aspects of the essential elements. 
The teachers plan to focus on specific areas of these in each Unit of Inquiry and carry out 
formative assessments throughout the Unit. At the end of each Unit of Inquiry the students carry 
out a summative assessment task. 

 

What are the most efficient and valid ways to gather the information 
(strategies)? 

 
In order to discover what the students know and have learned we use formative and summative 
assessment. It is important to bear in mind that a well-designed learning experience provides 
assessment data, and is therefore a vehicle for summative or formative assessment. 

 
Assessment Strategies are the methods or approaches that teachers use to gather information 
about student learning. A variety of strategies should be used in order to provide a holistic view 
of the student. In the PYP the following assessment strategies are identified: 

 
● Observations 

● Performance assessments 

● Process-focused assessments 

 

Portfolios 
Conferences 
Written reports  

Rubrics 
Exemplars 
Checklists 
Anecdotal 

notes/photos/videos 
Continuums 



 

● Selected responses 

● Open-ended tasks 

 

How can the information be recorded (tools)? 
 

Teachers collect and record information about a student’s learning using a variety of tools. These 
records serve several purposes: 

 
● to inform planning and ensure continuity and progression in children’s learning 

● to give parents, teachers and schools access to information about student learning 
● to provide the basis for reports and discussions with parents. 

 
Records should: 

 
● be clear and meaningful to all users 

● be consistent, with common expectations for Grade groups and school sections 
● provide a true, helpful picture of each students’ learning in the five essential elements 

● include samples of children’s work to support teacher’s judgements (supporting 

samples may be in individual student Portfolios) 

● include a balance of information 

● be updated regularly. 
 

  In the PYP the following assessment tools are identified: 
 

● Rubrics 

● Exemplars 
● Checklists 

● Anecdotal notes/photos/videos 

● Continuums 
 
 

How can the information be shared with others? 
 

Effective learning requires that meaningful and comprehensive information on what 

students know, understand and can do is communicated to students and parents. 

 
Reporting to students: 

 
Students receive regular feedback in order to reflect on their progress and set targets for 
themselves. This   is an on-going part of the assessment process. The students receive feedback 
both orally and in written form on a regular basis, both from the teacher and their peers. This 
feedback can be either in a formal or informal setting. 

 
Reports to parents: 

 
In the PYP we share assessment information with parents through: 

● Portfolios 
 



 

The  use  of  portfolios  as  evidence  of  students’  achievements  is  suggested  as  a  means  of  
documenting “both the process of learning and the product, including images and evidence of 
students in the process of constructing meaning”. 

 
● Conferences 

 
During the year we hold three-way conferences, parent-teacher conferences and student-led 
conferences. 

 
● Written reports 

 
Parents from Nursery to Grade 5 receive a full written report twice a year. 

 
 

Student Report Cards 
 

Grading for PYP: Students receive grades for the IB Learner Profile, Attitudes, 
Approaches to learning, Unit of Inquiry, Language, Mathematics, Single Subject as well 
as Personal Social Education using the 1-4 scale. 

 

 

4 Outstanding Student exceeds expectations 

3 Proficient Student consistently demonstrates 
2 Consolidating Student is working towards expectations 
1 Emerging Student is working below expectations 

 

Reporting to teachers: 
 

● Teachers pass on individual Math and Language learning continuums for 

each student, based on scope and sequence documents (refer to IBO 

MTPYPH/ From Principles to Practice, scope and sequence learning 

continuums) 

● Each student’s portfolio is passed to the next class teacher. 
● Reports are available on the system 
● Informal meetings, wherever possible, will take place between current class 

teachers and the student’s next teacher. 
● Specialist teachers report informally to class teachers in PYP on the students’ 

progress or any concerns with learning. 
 
 

Assessing the student’s learning journey 
 

Students should be observed in a range of situations and different assessment strategies 
should be used. Teachers should record student comments and listen carefully to the dialogue 
between students to obtain assessment information. Observations should be shared with 
students, parents and colleagues to help understand the individual student and their 
interactions. Through listening and learning areas of learning that the students particularly 
enjoy can be identified and subsequently stimulating experiences can be planned. 

 

 

 



 

The exhibition 
 

In Grade 5 the students participate in the PYP exhibition. The Exhibition is an in-depth  
collaborative inquiry that starts from personal interests and passions and extends into real 
world issues. The exhibition allows students to demonstrate their engagement with the five 
essential elements of the programme and to apply their learning from previous years. The 
exhibition must include regular and carefully planned assessment, both formative and 
summative. Assessment of the exhibition takes place within the school and should be rigorous. 


