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THE IB MISSION STATEMENT 

The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better 
and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 
respect. 

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and 
international organizations to develop challenging programmes of 
international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become 
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other 
people, with their differences, can also be right. 
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IB Learner Profile Attributes 
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The BIS PYP Academic Honesty Policy 2020-21 

BIS Philosophy 
At Bodhi International School we believe that: 

• All students should be given every opportunity to be successful 

• Sensitivity to the unique nature of every student as a learner requires a commitment to provide 

Learning programs that meet individual language and learning needs. 

• For students to develop lifelong learning skills and attitudes, and a genuine seeking for truth, the use of 

Inquiry based teaching/learning approaches is essential 

• The “Information Age” compels the school to provide students with the tools and skills to become 

competent users of technology, independent learners and critical evaluators of information 

• Social, physical, creative and community service activities play an important role in student 

development and school spirit 

• The promotion of self-discipline in a caring and compassionate environmental will assist students, staff, 

teachers and administrators to work independently and collaboratively toward their shared purpose of 

providing and obtaining the best education 

 

Formulation and Review of the Academic Honesty Policy 

The School Pedagogical Leadership Team and the Librarian compile the policy which is shared with the 

teachers for their feedback and suggestions. The SPLT and the librarian make the amendments suggested 

by the teachers and finalize the policy which is then shared with all the stake holders. The Policy is reviewed 

every three years or as and when required or if any changes suggest by the IB. 

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: PHILOSOPHY AND PRACTICE 

It is the policy of Bodhi International School that: 

● All students understand the basic meaning and significance of academic honesty 

● All work produced by students is their own, authentic work 

● All such authentic work has the ideas and words of others fully acknowledged 

● Students understand the difference between collaboration and collusion, and that it is 

unacceptable to present work arrived at through a process of collusion 

● The policy refers to all assignments set and completed in school or at home, ranging from basic 

pieces ofhomework to formal assessments. 

The aim of this policy is to: 

● Promote good academic practice and a school culture that actively encourages academic honesty  

●  Enable students to understand what constitutes academic honesty and dishonesty  

●  Encourage students to look to their teachers, supervisors and coordinator for support when 

completing assessed work in order to prevent any possible form of malpractice (See page 6 for 

further details)  

● Ensure that students understand the importance of acknowledging accurately and honestly all 

ideas and work of others  
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●  Explain to students that they have an important role in ensuring that their work is ‘academically 

honest’  

●  Impart to students that plagiarism is a serious academic offence for which Bodhi International 

School shows no tolerance  

●  Explain to students precisely what sanctions will be imposed should they be found guilty of 

malpractice. 

 

3. What is ‘Academic Honesty’? 

Academic honesty refers to:  

● Proper conduct in relation to the conduct of examinations  

●  The full acknowledgement of the original authorship and ownership of creative material  

●  The production of ‘authentic’ pieces of work  

●  The protection of all forms of intellectual property – which include forms of intellectual and 

creative expression, as well as patents, registered designs, trademarks, moral rights and 

copyright 

Academic Dishonesty, therefore, involves: 

● Plagiarism  

● Collusion  

●  Duplication of work  

●  All forms of malpractice 

 

4. What is ‘Malpractice’? 

Malpractice is behavior that results in, or may result in the candidate or any other candidate gaining an 

unfair advantage in one or more assessment component. 

Malpractice may include:  

● Plagiarism: The representation of the ideas or work of another as the candidate’s own  

●  Collusion: Supporting malpractice by another candidate – allowing one’s work to be copied or 

submitted for assessment by another  

●  Duplication of work: The presentation of the same work for different parts of the diploma. (An 

example would involve submitting the same piece of work for a History Extended Essay and the 

History internal assessment) 

Malpractice also includes:  

● Making up data for an assignment  

● Copying the work of another student 

● Impersonating another student  

● Including offensive material in a script  

 

Primary Years Programme 

Even young learners need to understand the importance of acknowledging others’ ideas and work. As 
teachers we are our students’ greatest role models so it is essential that we lead by example. In doing so we 
should make reference to the Learner Profile and attitudes, particularly respect, integrity and principled. 
We need to develop the understanding that, while the sharing of ideas and work is encouraged, we need to 
recognize to whom the ideas and work belong. By the end of Grade 6 students are expected to reference 
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their sources in a bibliography. Although we do not require very young learners to record other’s work in 
the form of a bibliography, they are expected to recognize and state when an idea or piece of work is not 
their own. This is the case not only with published work/ideas, but also those of their peers. The following 
table outlines our expectations for students at each grade level: 

 

Grade Paper media Digital media 

1 
Identify the source clearly using gestures or 
showing the media to an adult. 

N/A 

2 
Identify the source clearly using gestures or 
showing the media to an adult. 

N/A 

3 Begin to record the author and title of the source. N/A 

4 Record the author and title. Record the URL 

5 Record the author, title and publisher. Record the URL, and date accessed. 

6 
Record the author, title, publisher and year of 
publication. 

Record the title of website, URL and date accessed. 

7 

Grade 6 students should cite primary sources, books, reference works/encyclopaedias, 
magazines/newspaper articles, websites and interviews using the MLA formatting outlined in the table 
below. 

Assessment tools used in Grades 3-5 should include the above age-specific expectations as part of the 
success criteria. 

How to Cite Sources 

Modern Languages Association (MLA) is the formatting style at the International School of 
Milan. By the end of grade 6 we would like students to be able to: 

Book 

 

Author. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year 

Example: 
Brinkley, Alan. The Unfinished Nation. New York: Knopf, 1993. 

Reference works 
and Encyclopedias 

 

Author. “Article Title” Title of Encyclopedia. Edition Date. 

Example: 
Byrne, Jamie. “Saint Ambrose” Encyclopedia Britannica. 1984 

Magazines and 
newspaper articles 

 

Author. “Title of the Article”. Title of the Newspaper. Date of Publication 

Example: 
Horne, Adele. “Calls Grow for Rumsfeld’s Resignation” The Sydney 
Morning Herald. 7th May 2004 

Websites Author. Title of webpage. Available http://address, Date of Document or 
date of access 
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Example: 
Burka, Lauren. A Hypertext History of Multi-User Dimensions. 
Available http://www.usa.net/home/history.html, January 10, 1996 

Interviews 

Inter 

Interviewee’s name. (Date of Interview). [Name of person who 
interviewed]. Place of Interview. 

Example: Garret, Joseph. (2002, October 25th) [Karlson, Ludovika].Sydney, 
Australia 

Students may use websites such as www.bibme.org and www.citationmachine.net to help with 
the formatting. 
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